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Denver Federal Center: Downing Ranch

Organized in the late 1860s by Maj. Jacob
Downing, a participant in the Sand creek
massacre who defended Col. John
Chivington at his court martial .

Purchased in 1913 by Thomas Hayden,
who expanded the holdings to 22,000
acres for cattle

The Denver Ordnance Plant once
employed 22,000 people. It stopped

; production after the war, and became the
USGS Denver Federal Center after government

The Downing-Hayden Ranch before _ agencies began moving into it in 1946
construction of the Denver Ordnance Plant in
1941. The crossroads at bottom center is 6th and
Garrison.

In 1941, the federal government
bought 2,040 acres for an ordnance
plant, to be operated by Remington

Arms. Bounded by Garrison,
Alameda, 6th and Green Mountain.

It built a branch off the railroad

near Oak Street to serve the plant.

That branch is being used for the
West Corridor Denver Ordnance Plant during construction. The crossroads at bottom is & and Kipling




Denver Ordnance Plant

Government built the Remaco Spur from the trolley tracks starting between Oak andQuail
streets.

From start of construction on more than 200 buildings to first production of ammunition: 7 months.

More than 22,000 workers in three shifts peaked production at six million bullets a day in 1943.

Many workers stayed and built homes in Lakewood; others slept in shifts out of rooms in the motels along Colfax.
Ammo bunkers and test firing range on the east flank of Green Mountain

Starting in 1944, General Foods packaged C rations here.

Z-16 Denver Ordnance Plant; Western History and Genealogy Department,
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Denver Ordnance Plant under construction in 1941. Sixth
Avenue is a dirt road running off toward the foothills.



